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United Mexican States

Positions for the General Assembly Plenary

[. Determining Solutions for Marine Plastic Buildup and Microplastics

There 1s an ever increasing amount of plastics building up mn our oceans ' Despite this
dire situation, the international community has sat back and watched as this problem worsens for
far too long_ Tt should not fall upon individual projects independent of any state’s governmental
actions to clean up our oceans and fight for progress in the reduction of the use of plastics, yet it
has * This issue is not specific to any one nation; it is only through the cumulative effort of
nations that substantial progress can be made.

The United Mexican States play a key role in the fight against plastics in the oceans, as
most of the perimeter of our nation is on the seashore, primarily between the Pacific Ocean and
the Gulf of Mexico. Geographically, the United Mexican States are also in close proximity to the
Eastern Garbage Patch, a massive collection of plastics in the Pacific Ocean, where trash has
accumulated into a massive pseudo-island due to the currents * The involvement of the United
Mexican States extends far bevond proximity, as there 1z also a rising level of plastics found in
fish caught by Mexican citizens. While fishing does not contribute significantly to the total
income of our nation, for many residents of states bordering the oceans, it 1s an essential source
of income. These communities are dependent on being able to fish for a healthy product not
filled with plastics.*
the unfortunate continuation of the eventual release of plastics into the oceans every year, action
must be taken. The United Nations has passed resolutions in the past to address this mounting
issue, however, very little progress has been made except for an evaluation of the current
situation ” Therefore, in order to aid all Member States, the United Mexican States recommends
the implementation of a plan to call upon nations with established aquatic infrastructure or naval
abilities to establish cleaning efforts with regular deployments of able personnel, aided by the
funding of member states proportional to their calculated contribution to the plastic crisis,
holding those nations accountable. This, in turn, aids the long term reduction of the amount of
plastics released into the oceans, as the financial burden of this program will correlate directly to
each state’s commitment to reducing their plastic output
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